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Eagle River Park - Public Meeting # 1 Review Summary
The following is a summary of the input obtained during the fi rst public meeting conducted on February 23, 2017. 

Meeting attendees were asked to provide input via post-it-notes and written comments directly upon (3) diagrammatic options for Eagle River Park and (3) options for Chambers Park.  These diagrams were reviewed during the introductory presentation by Zehren and Associates, and 
displayed on the walls of the meeting room for the duration of the meeting.   In addition (10) interactive round tables worked over a map of the park and provided additional post it note and loosely written comments.

The following are major points extracted from both sets of boards, relative to the overall design of the park and the Eagle River Park (ERP) and Chambers Park (CP) sub-areas.

Overall Comments

1.  A pedestrian connection to downtown and Broadway was the most frequent     
  item mentioned across the various boards.  

2.  There is concern that the connection at the Fairgrounds Bridge is not close,      
  convenient and visible enough. 

3.  There is interest in creating a new connection between Chambers Park and      
  ‘downtown’ using the Railroad bridge or area nearby.

4.  There is concern over connecting the Eagle River Park and Chambers Park and making  
  the connection a nice experience. 

5.  There is a concern over cost of improving Chambers Park, and phasing was suggested  
  in several comments.  

6.  Safety is a major concern in the design of the parks, in several different ways. 

   - There is a concern over safety given different user groups of the park – boaters,    
     pedestrian and cyclists.

    - There is concern over safety of engaging with the river during times of high flow. 

7.  Signage was suggested frequently as a means to warn users of dangers of river use,   
  and safety pre-cautions that must be employed by users of the river. 

8.  Lighting was expressed as a need and desire to allow use of the park at night while   
  respecting dark skies. 

9.  There is concern over trash and impact downstream from creating a new park area.

10. Several additional uses have been suggested in addition to white water park, including  
  a dog park, climbing area, and skate park. 

11. There is a concern about heated bathrooms and showers fostering camping in the   
  park. 

12. Many comments advocated for no showers, and only outdoor showers. 

Eagle River Park Sub-area

1.  Option 3 seems to be most favored, with a meandering regional trail through the park. 

2.  There is concern with conflicts between cyclists on the regional trail and park users,   
      especially boaters staging from parking lot and circulating down to the white water   
  park. 
3.  A meandering regional trail through the park is preferred over a straight trail, with the  
  express goal to slow down cyclists. 
4.  It was suggested in several comments to eliminate the regional trail through the park  
  and place it upon the Fairgrounds Road. 
5.  It was suggested in several comments to make the regional trail a dismount zone if it  
  circulates through the park. 
6.  There is concern that the regional trail will separate uses in the park. 
7.  There is concern with access to the river being a ‘free for all’ and several comments   
  request designated access points to the river to control access and restrict it to a few   
  points. 
8.  There is concern with too much rock and not enough landscape along the water’s   
  edge.  Several comments ask for and suggest riparian planting pockets. 
9.  Viewing platforms and viewing space ‘upstream’ of white water features 1 and 2 were  
  mentioned frequently. 
10. Lighting of in stream features was suggested in several boards. 
11. Lighting of the pathways near the river and the trail above it, were mentioned several  
  times. 
12. The need for a changing area was mentioned frequently. 
13. Visibility from I-70 was mentioned frequently as a positive attribute. 
14. There is interest in using the restroom building as a way to shelter from I-70 without  
  blocking views entirely. 
15. There is interest in an upper patio with views of the river below. 
16. There is interest in a grand stair case to connect the upland area and white water area  
  of the park.   
17. There is an expectation for landscaping to be naturalistic and drought tolerant. 
18. There is concern to make the park more naturalistic and simple vs. too complex and  
  overly urban character. 
19. There is concern over safety with proximity of the river. 
20. There are competing interests for a splash pad and water feature versus letting the   
  river be the water feature. 
21. There is interest in a dog park. 
22. There is interest in vendors and food trucks at Eagle River Park.  
23. A fi re pit was an element that appeared repeatedly. 
24. A climbing element was an element that appeared in several comments.
25. A skate park and its appropriateness was raised in several comments. 
26. There is a concern the parking is too large.

Chambers Park Sub-area

1.  There are competing interests regarding improving the boat ramp.  Some comments   
  indicate a strong need while others question if it receives enough use to justify large  
  expenditure. 

2.  A connection to downtown appeared in every board, and is a foremost concern. 

3.  There is concern over moving the historic buildings, and cost to do so. 

4.  There is strong support for engaging with the Commercial building and incentivizing  
  development fronting the park. 

5.  Several comments suggested stairs connecting the Chambers Park parking lot to the   
  Park-N-Ride to the northeast. 

6.  There is interest in a dog park. 

7.  There is interest in protecting and enhancing the riparian vegetation. 

8.  There is interest in improving the eddy before the boat ramp to allow boats to wait   
  their turn to take out and make it safe and increase capacity. 

9.  There is interest is a secondary stage / events area at Chambers Park, as a second    
  smaller venue to Town Park. 

10. There is concern over the location of a potential stage being too close to the river

11. There is interest in using the basement of the visitor’s center, appeared in several    
  comments. 

12. There is concern that Chambers Park improvements will be expensive and is not    
  funded.


